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Happy Independency Day
Middleridge! Hope you all
enjoyed time with family and
friends even if this arrives
after the 4th.
We enjoyed a wonderful 2021
Graduates Car Parade on
June 16th and I want to
thank Eileen Piwowar for
her leadership and the
Neighborhood Watch
team for keeping everyone
safe. As we head into the
heat of summer, I want to
encourage everyone to watch
out for their neighbors.
Check on each other and enjoy a cool drink or evening
with the fireflies. If anyone
needs assistance the Middleridge Caring Community
(MCC@middleridgeffx.org)
is available to help. It can be
anonymous or direct – we
just want to ensure everyone

in our neighborhood has
someone who checks on
them. PLEASE let us
know through MCC email
if there is anyone who
might need some assistance.
The other news for this
month is MCA will NOT
be hosting a consolidated
National Night Out (NNO)
event this year. I sent an
MCA all email recently on
this but want to share here
as well. Unfortunately, we
did not have enough volunteers come forward to help
coordinate this event.
PLEASE let me or the
board know if you would
like to help with this event
next year. We did look at
some alternate ideas that
would have made the event
more manageable and we
considered adjusting the
location to other parts of
Middleridge, but time, continued Covid issues, and
volunteer support made it
unpracticable to execute

July 2021
this year. HOWEVER, MCA
does encourage you to
consider holding smaller
gatherings on your streets,
decorating your homes in
red, white, and blue, and
turning on your porch
lights during the National
event on Tuesday, August
3rd between 6 and 8 p.m. If
nothing else, it can be a continuation of July 4th celebrations in August – less the fireworks. ☺
Our July newsletter is also
the kickoff of our 2022 Middleridge Civic Association
Membership Drive. Please
see the flyer / application on
page 15 of this Newsletter
and work with your Block
Captains to turn it in, drop off
at the address on application,
or mail to the address on application. MCA, with annual
membership cost of only $30,
is able to accomplish so many
wonderful events and activities because of our volunteers.
We really think that as the
Nation and our area continue
to complete vaccination ef-
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forts, we will have more opportunities
for gatherings in the Fall and upcoming Spring. If you have any ideas for
community events, PLEASE let me or
the MCA Board know.
Finally, our 50th Anniversary Committee is working on a Fall event to
culminate our yearlong celebration of
Middleridge’s 50 years. We are putting together a time capsule and contacting all of our original residents to
capture lifelong memories from our
welcoming and caring community. If
you are an original homeowner and
have not heard from our 50th Committee, please let me know and I’ll ensure
we get you in contact with them. We
are truly excited to recognize our pioneer residents.
Please continue to check out our website www.middleridgeffx.org and the
MCA Facebook site https://
www.facebook.com/
middleridgecivicassociation/ for pictures of our recent activities and
events, and look back on the pictures
of our recent High School and College
Graduates.
It’s fabulous to be your MCA President and I’m blessed to see so many of
you out talking and walking, sharing
a smile, hello, and joy with your family and neighbors. While you might
not see it all the time, I’m always
smiling and waving as I drive by in a
car or ride my motorcycle, with my
florescent yellow/green jack, through
our community. Middleridge is truly
a wonderful place to call home!
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How to Paint Brick the Right Way
By: Catie Morales

If you have a brick wall inside or outside of
your home and you’re looking to make a
dramatic change, you may consider painting it! However, painting brick is not as
easy and simple as drywall. There are
some specific rules to follow when it
comes to painting brick the right way. To
avoid flaking paint or a dull topcoat, here
are some things you should know.
Never Paint Brand New Brick
As odd as this may seem, newly-built brick is a terrible canvas. This is because
fresh brick can exude a chalky substance on the surface before cured. This powder
will not allow the paint to stick to the wall, creating a messy and overall unfinished
look. Make sure to get the right curing products and wait at least a month before
painting the brick.
Make Sure the Wall is Clean
Whether you are planning to paint new brick or a wall that has been in your home
since before you lived there, the first step for this project will be to clean the surface.
You want to make sure that the wall is clear of all loose debris and grease. Similar
to new brick, unwashed brick may have sand, dust and other small debris, preventing the paint from sticking to the wall. A light powerwash should do the job, but consider washing with soap and water for a deeper clean. Once completely dry, patch
up any cracks or missing mortar.
Primer—Most Important Step
Do not forget to prime your brick! This is undoubtedly the most important step in the
painting process when it comes to this type of surface. Be sure to get a primer that
will soak into the holes and crevices of the wall. You can find specific primers made
for brick and masonry at your local hardware stores. This primer has more alkaline
resistance, which keeps the top coat of paint from getting alkali burn. Choose a water-based primer for latex paint and an oil-based primer for oil paints.
Choose Your Tools Wisely
Because the surface of the wall is porous and has plenty of divots, traditional paint
brushes won’t work. You will need to get an applicator sponge or brush, depending
on the final look you are going for, that can stand up to wear and tear. Start with
synthetic bristles, as they are stronger and will hold up nicely. For larger areas,
such as a fireplace or the exterior of your home, opt for a paint roller with a high
nap. If you choose to go the airbrush route, brush a paint roller over the wet surface
to ensure the paint gets into all of the nooks and crannies.

Start Your Painting Project
Once you have finished all of the important prep steps, you are ready to paint!
Choose a top color of your choice, no matter the sheen or formula. Higher sheen
does better on brick, as it is more resistant to staining. A latex paint will dry faster
and have easier cleanup than an oil-based paint, which is much harder to finish.
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A Parade of Happy Faces!
For the second year in a row, the Middleridge Community celebrated our high school
and college graduating Seniors! In connection with Fairfax Club Estates, Middleridge
came out and enjoyed a fun filled evening letting these young women and men how
proud we are of their success.
If you missed the parade, here are some photos of the fun-filled event!
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Sunday, April 11th
Time: 2:00PM
Top of Broadwater Drive
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Robert & Marilyn Montgomery
Clara Barton Court
Relocated from Sag Harbor, NY
One Furry Friend named Thor
Hobby: Rowing

Brian & Heather Massaro
Ann Peake Dr
Relocated Dayton, OH
Two Daughters at Robinson & Bonne Brae
One Furry Friend named Oscar
Hobbies: Running, Fishing, Arts & Crafts

____________________
Reminder to Block Captains and Neighbors!

YOU are an important link. Please contact me when new
people move into your area.
Newcomers!
If you have recently moved in/back to Middleridge
and have not been officially welcomed, please contact me.
Carolyn Vaughan ~ welcoming@middleridgeffx.org
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Thanks to our advertisers for supporting the
Middleridge Newsletter. We couldn’t print it
without them!
www.MiddleridgeFFX.org
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We have buyer’s in need of a
Middleridge Rambler!
In Search of the rare
Middleridge Rambler!

Call, Email or Text us at:
catie@callcatie.com
703-362-2591

We have a family who have been
waiting all year for a Middleridge
rambler to come on the market.
They are fully approved for a loan
and can accommodate a seller with
any settlement date. If you own one
of these rare Middleridge beauties
and have thought of moving, please
give us a call!

Licensed in Virginia & North Carolina
www.MiddleridgeFFX.org
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2021 MIDDLERIDGE CALENDAR OF EVENTS
July

August

September

October

Executive Board Meeting

National Night Out

Executive Board Meeting

July 8th

August 2nd

September 2nd

General Membership
Meeting

School Begins

Movie Night

August 23rd

TBD

October 7th
Dumpster/Donate Day
TBD

Fall Yard Sale

Halloween Parade

TBD

TBD

Every Month:

MCA Board Meeting: 1st Thursday of the month

Neighborhood Watch

Newsletter Delivery: 5th of the month

Welcoming: As needed. Please notify Carolyn Vaughan

Middleridge Mailing Address
P.O. Box 208
Fairfax Station, VA 22039-0208

Middleridge Website

Executive Board
www.middleridgeFFX.org
President—John Bayer
Vice President—Vernon Campbell

Newsletter Administration
Business Advertising Rates:

Secretary— Marie Morris
Treasurer—Carri Jurin
Other MCA Contacts
Webmasters—Joe Landry & Catie Morales
Newsletter Editor—Catie Morales
Distribution—Maureen Campbell
Directory Editor—Al & Sandy Obuchowski

•

List of MCA Officers

•

Committee Contacts

$35

•

Photos of Events Past & Present

$35

$25

•

Past Newsletter Issues

$25

$15

•

Neighborhood Police
Reports

•

Middleridge Map/Street Name
History

Regular

Member*

Full Page

$80

$55

1/2 Page

$55

1/4 Page
1/8 Page

*2021 Paid MCA Member

Monthly Deadline for ads and articles: 25th of the Month
Pay for a full year up-front and receive 1 Month Free!

Membership—Al & Sandy Obuchowski

Checks Payable to:

Neighborhood Watch—Jerry Reynolds

Middleridge Civic Association
P.O. Box 208

Letterboard Signs—Vernon Campbell

Fairfax Station, VA 22039

Neighborhood Watch—Jerry Reynolds

Mail ads to the address above or Email Ads to:

Welcoming Chair— Carolyn Vaughan

Look for:

And much more!!!
Sign up to be notified every time the
Website is updated!

editor@middleridgeFFX.org

Reaching 578 Homes and Families

Facebook—Ashley Campana
www.MiddleridgeFFX.org

