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“Please look out for
your neighbors,
especially those who
may need help in
clearing their
driveway and
sidewalks; who
knows, you just
might make a new
friend!”

By: Mike Torrey,
MCA President

First of all, I would like
to wish Happy Holidays
to all of our residents!
I hope that you all have
been able to enjoy the
holidays with your
friends and loved ones.
Mother Nature has given us a nice break,
however, I would still
make preparations for
the weather to change
before you are competing with the masses for
snow melt, shovels,
snow blowers, etc.
Please look out for your
neighbors, especially
those who may need
help in clearing their
driveway and sidewalks; who knows, you
just might make a new
friend!
I would like to again
thank the Burke Volunteer Fire Department for assisting
Santa in his annual
visit to Middleridge
back on December

23rd. I know that
many of our children
were excited for his
visit, knowing that
Christmas was only a
few days away. I
would also like to
thank our membership co-chairs, Al and
Sandy Obuchowski,
for their leadership
with the judging of the
Holiday Lighting contest. Additional
thanks go to our volunteer judges, Mark,
Margaret, and Nicole Harman, John
& Liz Biskaduros,
and Tracey and
Peggy Deihr. Award
winners are as follows:
Traditional
Award—Campbell
Family, 10926 Middlegate Drive
Williamsburg
Award—Huggins
Family, 5535 Shooters Hill Lane
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Wattage Award—
Rudy Family, 10806
Stanhope Place

Judges Award—
Ditko Family, 5396
Quincy Marr Drive
Group Award—Sisco
Family, Gonzales
Family, Stallman
Family, Mitros Family, Landry Family,
Valenti Family,
Rudy Family, and
Lee Family at 10708,
10710, 10800, 10802,
10803, 10804, 10806,
and 10808 Stanhope
Place.
Congratulations to all
of our winners!
Finally, a big THANK
YOU to Beth Gantz
for making all of the
classy bows on our entrances this year. She
also helped me put up
the wreaths and garlands too!
As we head into 2018, I
want to wish each of
you a Happy and joyContinued on Page 7
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MCA Executive
Board Meeting
7:00PM

2nd Grading Period
Ends. Students
Released 2 Hours
Early.

SCHOOLS CLOSED
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T

he Middleridge Civic Association Holiday Lighting Judging took place on December 16, 2018. Here are the results of the judging. Our thanks to the volunteer judges: Mark, Margaret, and Nicole Harmon, John and Liz Biskaduros, and Tracy and Peggy
Deihr. Thanks also to Diane Bente for providing homemade chocolate covered pretzels for the gifts. Thanks also once again to Jan Barrett
for her excellent work in repainting the signs for the award winners. Finally, thanks to Sandy Obuchowski for preparing the gift baskets and
the group award bags.

Traditional Award

Williamsburg Award

Judge’s Special Award

The award winners are:
Traditional Award – The Campbell Family at
10926 Middlegate Drive
Williamsburg Award – The Huggins Family at
5535 Shooters Hill Lane
Wattage Award – The Rudy Family at
10806 Stanhope Place
Judges Special Award – The Ditko Family at
5396 Quincy Marr Drive
Group Award –
Watt

Group

The Sisco Family at 10708 Stanhope Place
The Gonzales Family at 10710 Stanhope
Place
The Stallman Family at 10800 Stanhope
Place
The Mitros Family at 10802 Stanhope Place
The Landry Family at 10803 Stanhope Place
The Valenti Family at 10804 Stanhope Place
The Rudy Family at 10806 Stanhope Place
The Lee Family at 10808 Stanhope Place
Congratulations to the winners!!
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Neighborhood Watch Report
By: Vernon Campbell—NW Chairman
the framework of law enforcement/community partnerships, and Neighborhood Watch meetings provide a useful
forum for airing neighborhood problems and practicing
problem-solving techniques.

As we go into a new year, first a little history:
Neighborhood Watch is undoubtedly one of the oldest and
most well-known crime prevention programs in history.
While the modern day concept of the program rose to prominence in the late 1960s in response to an increasing burglary rate, the roots of Neighborhood Watch can actually be
traced all the way back to the days of Colonial settlements,
when night watchmen patrolled the streets.
The modern version of the Neighborhood Watch Program
was developed as a result of the multiple requests from
sheriffs and police chiefs around the country who were
looking for a crime prevention program that would incorporate citizen involvement and address the increasing number of burglaries taking place, especially in rural and suburban areas. In 1972, the National Sheriffs' Association
(NSA) took the concept a step further by seeking funding to
make the program a national initiative. Thanks to a grant
from the Law Enforcement Assistance Administration, the
National Neighborhood Watch Program was started.
For the first two years, the program was devoted primarily
to disseminating information on the nature and volume of
burglary and securing residential property and making it
less vulnerable to break-ins. From there, it evolved into a
program that promoted the establishment of ongoing local
neighborhood watch groups that encouraged citizens to
partner with their law enforcement agencies in an effort to
reduce various types of "neighborhood crime."
Since its beginnings, Neighborhood Watch has grown from
an "extra eyes and ears" approach to crime prevention to a
much more proactive, community-oriented endeavor
providing a unique infrastructure that brings together local
officials, law enforcement, and citizens for the protection of
their communities.
The adoption of community policing by local law enforcement agencies has contributed to a resurgence in Watch
groups over the years. Neighborhood Watch fits nicely into

Furthermore, Neighborhood Watch has become especially
practical in our current society, in which two-income families are the norm and many neighborhoods are deserted
during the day. While criminals have attempted to use this
statistic to their advantage, law enforcement has uncovered
an important reality: the communities in which citizens
have observed and reported suspicious activity have enjoyed lower crime rates.
As communities throughout the country have adopted the
program and reported success, the popularity of the Neighborhood Watch Program has grown, and it continues to do
so.
And for Middleridge, the MCA Neighborhood Watch program is based on the premise that the role of watch groups
is only to serve as the eyes and ears of law enforcement. We
work directly with the Fairfax County Police at our local
West Springfield station through MPO Michael Stewart,
who coordinates NW activities in Fairfax County. He works
with NW to train individuals from the community and in
developing procedures for reporting suspicious activities. At
no time, do we advocate any intervention actions by any
watch group or individual.
With that in mind, we at the MCA NW patrol in our neighborhood every Friday and Saturday evenings and nights.
Over the past year, we have compiled reports detailing the
numerous times that we notate garage doors open with
lights on in the garage. Additionally, just as a report from a
family this past Christmas weekend, there are numerous
unlocked cars that get rifled through by interlopers. These
are the 2 most common occurrences we find. Again, a reminder: LOCK YOUR CAR DOORS. Not just at night, but
anytime you are not using your auto while it is in the driveway. There have been other reports in the metropolitan DC
area where burglars have gotten access to houses through
stolen garage door openers from unlocked cars.
Please help us make the neighborhood safer. For example:
For Vehicle Security:
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Lock all vehicle doors.

Secure all tool sheds (easy source of tools to gain entry to
your home).

Remove valuables from vehicle.
Absolutely never leave a GPS device affixed to the windshield when not in use, remove and store in the console,
glove box, or better yet, inside a home.

Be conscientious of open second story windows, decks, or
other means criminals may use to climb to a second story
window.
Make sure deadbolts are installed on exterior doors (single
key, double key).

Lock your vehicle even when parked in a garage.
If your vehicle has an alarm, please activate when vehicle
not in use.
If you have an alarm service, i.e., On-Star, Lojack, please
keep current on monthly fees (in-service).
Be familiar with your vehicle information (VIN, Registration number, Insurance carrier) should an incident occur.
Never leave your vehicle idling without someone in the vehicle.
Never leave a spare key hidden within the vehicle.
Never leave a key in the ignition (unattended).
Home Security:
Lock all doors and windows to the home when away
(vacation, running errands, etc). This holds especially true
at night.

Consider enhanced locking devices for sliding windows
(pins).
Get to know your neighbors, the local MCA neighborhood,
and watch out for each other.
If you notice suspicious persons or activity, call the nonemergency police number
(703-691-2131) and report it
And if you get a call at night from an individual identifying
themselves as a NW member who is reminding you to close
your garage door, please thank them and then close and
lock your garage, as well as the door into your home. If you
would like to volunteer for NW, please contact me through
information in the newsletter.
Thank you.

If the home has an alarm system, please use it. Ensure it's
registered with the county.
If you have an attached garage, please close the door. If on
vacation, deactivate the automatic garage door opener.


Change your alarm code every once in a while.

Lock all interior doors leading to the main house. This includes basement and garage doors.
Use exterior lighting. Flood lights, motion detectors, lamp
posts are essential to deterrence.
Trim bushes around windows.
Do not leave valuables in plain view of a window, i.e. a
purse sitting on a table next to a door or window.
If you "hide" a door key on the exterior of the home, be sure
it's well hidden. It's better to give the key to a neighbor.
If you have extension ladders in the tool shed, under a
deck, etc., it's worth securing with a lock.
www.MiddleridgeFFX.org
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ous New Year. Please watch your speed around our neighborhoods, especially as the temperatures get
colder, and we get snow and ice. Remember to check the following website for information about the
status of snow plows in our neighborhoods: http://novasnowplowing.virginia.gov.
I wish you all a safe and happy month, and safe travels if you are heading out of the local area.
Thanks for all that you do to make Middleridge the wonderful community that it is!

Middleridge Luminary Display
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Please take the time to read the ads
which make our MCA Newsletter possible. Help support them, as they support Middleridge! Mention the MCA
Newsletter when you patronize their
business.
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Middleridge Civic Association
December Executive Board Meeting—December 7, 2017 at John and Kathy Tedrick’s home

Call to Order: 7:07pm

Members Present: Mike Torrey, David Simon, John Tedrick, Al and Sandy Obuchowski, Carolyn Vaughan,
Catie Morales, and Tim Harazin

Review of Minutes: Brad Koch (not present), from November’s meeting—approved by e-mail

Treasurer’s Report: John Tedrick




Advertising income was $885 less than expected, but the newsletter cost were $842 less than planned. So,
the difference was essentially a wash and the newsletter is still basically self-sustaining.
dumpster day was sponsored by Jim Ferugio (Building By Design, Inc.) and Fairfax Club Estates
FCE support for 2018—Mike will provide our list of events and ask which events FCE would like to join
(actively and financially)

Membership Committee: Al and Sandy Obuchowski
379 members for 2017;

342 members for 2018

(578 homes in Middleridge)

Other Committee Reports:

Don’t Forget:



Webmaster/Server Update—Kim Nelson and Joe Landry—(not present) no report



Welcoming—Carolyn Vaughan
o

Schools Open Early This Year!

report sent: 1 new neighbor greeted; 3 homes sold, 5 homes for sale, rent, or other



Newsletter—Catie Morales—Catie brought money from one ad



Neighborhood Watch—Vernon Campbell—(not present) no report

Continuing Business—Issues and Updates:



Monday, August 23rd

Is The First Day of School!

Missing “Colton St” sign on Zion—David has contacted VDOT
by-laws committee
Rick, Al, and Tim
o this committee has started to review the by-laws to update sections

www.MiddleridgeFFX.org
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luminary sand (for candles in paper bags) as decorative display in December
o

MCA is not providing luminary sand this year, but neighbors are still encouraged to continue this
holiday tradition

Past Events(Recap):


Feed the Firefighters, Nov 11

o


large success with lots of food—donor names listed in newsletter article

Turkey Trot—Nov 23
o

POC: Maryn Simon

POC: Bill Johnson

over 200 runners participated; 200 lbs of food donated (as the entrance fee)

Continuing Business—Upcoming Events:


holiday decoration contest—Dec 16



o Al and Sandy are contacting judges
Santa visit to neighborhood—Dec 23 POC: Al Obuchowski
o

POC: Al and Sandy Obuchowski

Burke Volunteer Fire Department scheduled to help

New Business:


budget for 2018—events for next year were discussed and budget draft developed

Adjournment: 8:49pm

www.MiddleridgeFFX.org
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PLEASE BE MINDFUL WHEN YOU DRIVE ON THE CORNER OF FAIRFAX STATION ROAD/ADARE DRIVE AND
OX ROAD:
Please use your turn signals when you proceed through this intersection. In case you are not aware, the turn signal is locate on the
steering column of your car. When used correctly, it will activate a
yellow or orange light on the outside front and back of your car,
alerting other drivers your intention of either proceeding straight
through the intersection … or turn left or right. Now that the Ox
Road Estates neighborhood has been residents, it is even more imperative to use your blinkers when proceeding through this intersection. It is a simple thing to do, and your neighbors will appreciate it.

Christine and Scott Pistochini
Rippon Lodge Dr
Relocated from North Carolina
One son in preschool

Reminder to Block Captains and Neighbors!

YOU are an important link. Please contact me when new
people move into your area.
Newcomers!
If you have recently moved in/back to Middleridge
and have not been officially welcomed, please contact me.
Carolyn Vaughan ~ welcoming@middleridgeffx.org

www.MiddleridgeFFX.org
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Licensed in Virginia
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2018 MIDDLERIDGE CALENDAR OF EVENTS
January

February

March

April

Executive Board Meeting

Executive Board Meeting

Executive Board Meeting

Executive Board Meeting

January 4th, 7:00pm

February 1st, 7:00pm

March 1st, 7:00pm

April 5th, 7:00pm

Easter Egg Hunt
March 24th, 2:00-4:00

Every Month:

MCA Board Meeting: 1st Thursday of the month

Neighborhood Watch

Newsletter Delivery: 5th of the month

Welcoming: As needed. Please notify Carolyn Vaughan

Middleridge Mailing Address
P.O. Box 208
Fairfax Station, VA 22039-0208

Middleridge Website

Executive Board
President—Mike Torrey
Vice President—David Simon
Secretary— Brad Koch
Treasurer—John Tedrick
Other MCA Contacts
Webmasters—Joe Landry & Kim Nelson
Newsletter Editor—Catie Morales

Newsletter Administration
Regular

Member*

Look for:

Full Page

$75

$50



List of MCA Officers

1/2 Page

$50

$30

1/4 Page

$30

$20



Committee Contacts

1/8 Page

$20

$10



Photos of Events Past & Present



Past Newsletter Issues

*2018 Paid MCA Member

Distribution—Melody Rudy
Directory Editor—Al & Sandy Obuchowski
Membership—Al & Sandy Obuchowski
Neighborhood Watch—Vernon Campbell
Community Service—Vacant

www.middleridgeFFX.org

Business Advertising Rates:



Neighborhood Police
Reports



Middleridge Map/Street Name
History

Monthly Deadline for ads and articles: 25th of the Month
Checks Payable to:
Middleridge Civic Association
P.O. Box 208
Fairfax Station, VA 22039

And much more!!!

Mail ads to the address above or Email Ads to:

Welcoming Chair— Carolyn Vaughan

editor@middleridgeFFX.org

Notary—Catie Morales
Reaching 578 Homes and Families
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