
MIDDLERIDGE NEWSLETTER
Middleridge Civic Association Reaching 578 Homes and Families AUGUST 2026

If the calendar hasn’t been enough of an indicator, the weather over the past few weeks has been a 
sure sign that we are now in the grip of summer! I hope that everyone has been able to stay healthy, 
safe, and—perhaps most importantly—cool as the weather continues to bring us temperatures 
over 100 degrees.
Thanks
I’d like to personally thank the many Middleridge community members who came together over 
the past few weeks to support the Mantica family after they lost their Payne’s Church home to a 
house fire at the end of June. The response to the request for donations was overwhelming (to say 
the least), and I think that we filled about three pickup truck beds with food, gift cards, books, toys, 
and clothes for the entire family. And that’s not all, as many of you have also offered furniture and 
other “macro” donations to the family once they are in more permanent housing.
While this situation was due to the horrible loss of a family home, our community coming together 
to support one of our own families is an awesome example of why Middleridge is such a great 
place to live and raise a family.

Upcoming Events
•	 National Night Out (Tuesday, August 4th)
•	 Fall Yard Sale (TBD, SEPT)
•	 Dumpster and Donation Day (TBD, SEPT)
•	 Halloween Parade and Party (TBD, OCT) 

All MCA events are organized and run solely by volunteers from within the community. If you have 
a new idea, want to help with an existing event, or just want to make an impact amongst your 
neighbors, reach out to Board@middleridgeffx.com and let’s see where you fit in!

Volunteers Needed!
I know that summer is a busy time for everyone as families are taking vacations, kids are at 
camp, and all the other activities here in Northern Virginia are in full summer swing, but I’d like to 
personally ask you to consider volunteering to help support National Night Out on August 4th. As 
in past years, the MCA Board is planning a major community event, but we can’t do it on our own 
and need additional community members to volunteer your time in support.  For those of you with 
high school students, we will be providing signatures/paperwork so that any volunteer hours are 
counted as required community service time.

ERIC BURLEY
MCA PRESIDENT
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•	 The treasurer's report showed a net change of +$84.07 for the period. Expenses 
included landscaping and other membership expenses. The income included 
newsletter advertising and donations. The newsletter is $490 below budget, even 
with a new advertiser. Tree removal was brought up but it was flagged for further 
discussion. 

•	 Full coverage for block captains has been achieved. 
•	 The newsletter went out in June and will be distributed as a combined July/Au-

gust edition. More advertisers are needed. 
•	 More web/content volunteers are needed to update website, open to any interest-

ed members, including students in need of community service hours.
•	 No report for neighborhood watch. 
•	 Welcoming committee has welcomed eight of nine homes on their list this month. 

Five families were home at the time. There are four houses currently for sale in 
Middleridge.

•	 The solar lighting system for neighborhood signs needs battery replacement. 
Also, panel neeeds to be relocated at Middlegate due to bamboo growth. 

by Marie Morris,  
MCA Secretary

Upcoming Monthly Meeting: Thursday, August 13, 2026 

UPCOMING  
MCA EVENTS
August 4
National Night out

SEPTEMBER 

Home and Garden Tour

Fall Yard Sale
Dumpster and Donation Day

OCTOBER

Halloween Parade and Party

All MCA events are organized 
and run solely by volunteers 
from within the community. 
If you have a new idea, want 
to help with an existing 
event, or just want to make 
an impact amongst your 
neighbors, reach out to  
Board@middleridgeffx.org and 
let’s see where you fit in!

MCA Board 

Meeting

National 

NIght Out

6-8PM

First Day  

of School

(FCPS)
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S  &  N O T E S

Come enjoy a fun evening with neighbors while 
supporting the Robinson Athletic Boosters, who 
will be serving an easy and delicious hot dog 
dinner. Be sure to bring a lawn chair, bug spray, 
and your community spirit!

There will be something for everyone, including:

•	 Live music
•	 Fresh popcorn & cotton candy
•	 Face painting
•	 Games and activities
•	 Moonbounce for the young 
(and the young at heart!)

We'll also welcome our local first responders 
and community representatives, giving everyone 
a chance to meet the people who help make 
our neighborhood such a great place to live.

Don't forget to enter our raffle—
you must be present to win!

We can't wait to see you there for one of 
Middleridge's favorite summer traditions!
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S  &  N O T E S

The Home and Garden Tour, where neighbors 
volunteer to show their home or garden in an 
open house style, is returning again this fall.  

	 Like the past two years, the September 
newsletter will have a list of the homes 
and addresses, a brief description of the 
renovation, and any special notes from the 
hosts.

	 There's plenty of room for anyone 
willing to show off renovations or home 
projects, and the updates don't have to be 
done in the past year. 

	 So, please contact Mary if you are 
interested in showing your home or want to 
nominate a neighbor.  Can't wait to see you 
all on September 19th!

Your neighbor, 
Mary Vander Maten 

(703) 371-9349, 
mavandermaten@gmail.com

HOME AND GARDEN TOUR 
RETURNING IN SEPTEMBER
Have you made changes to your home or 
enhanced your garden? 

We’d love to see what you have done! 
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C O M M U N I T Y  B U I L D I N G

To the Middleridge Community,

We are at a loss for words to express our deep gratitude for the incredible outpouring of love 
and support you have shown us following the fire that destroyed our home and vehicles in the 
early hours of July 1st.  We feel so very lucky to have our family together and unharmed, 
if a little shaken.  In the intervening week, you have all been so generous and supportive.  
We wish we could thank each and every one of you individually for all that you have done.  
Whether it was donating clothing, toys, books, money, gift cards, homecooked meals or even 
just words of support and encouragement; these have been life lines for our family in this 
overwhelming time.  We are so grateful to be a part of such a wonderful community and look 
forward to the day when our house is rebuilt and we can move back home along side you all.  

With deep gratitude, '

Antonio, Kate, Helen and Baby-to-come Mantica  
(plus dog Appa and cats Outis and Marzipan) 

Thank you from 10829 Paynes Church Family

Fairview Fire Station #32								             July 10, 2026

Fueling Heroes, 

Supporting 

Communities

The Middleridge Civic Association (MCA) hosted Captain Timothy Barb and his Fair-
view Fire Station #32 crew on July 10th at their temporary station for our second Feed 
the First Responders event of 2026. Our residents provided a fantastic spread of food 
and drinks for the firefighters and emergency personnel. Generous donors supported 
additional fried chicken and ribs. Many thanks to all who donated food, drinks, time, or 
money: Samantha Burley, Vernon Campbell, Marie Carter, Andrea Casey, Herb & Sheila 
Champion, Mary Finch, Richard Fulton, Karrie Kay, Mary & Pam Miller, Judy Mitros, Darryl 
& Liz Nickless, Ingrid Sides, David & Maryn Simon, Sherry Slawski, and Wendy Vander-
berg. Your generosity made this event possible.  

The Champion family represented the MCA in thanking 
the staff for their service to Middleridge. The staff showed 
their appreciation by giving us a tour of the station. The 
bounty fed multiple shifts. Thank you, Middleridge, for your 
support of Station #32! 

Marie Morris, Feed the First Responders Coordinator
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M I D D L E R I D G E  M E M O R I E S

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT 2025
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EXECUTIVE BOARD

MAILING ADDRESS
P.O. Box 208  
Fairfax Station, VA 22039

WHERE TO FIND US
President Eric Burley president@middleridgeffx.org

Vice President Marie Morris vicepresident@middleridgeffx.org

Secretary Ashley Campana secretary@middleridgeffx.org

Treasurer Niamh Minus treasurer@middleridgeffx.org

 CONTACTS
Webmaster Joe Landry webmaster@middleridgeffx.org

Newsletter Editor Kati Engel editor@middleridgeffx.org

Membership Jessica & Gregg Summer membership@middleridgeffx.org

Welcoming Chair Smitha Vasudevan  
and Cathy Rabbit welcoming@middleridgeffx.org

Facebook Ashley Campana editor_FB@middleridgeffx.org

MCA Caring Community Maryn Simon mcc@middleridgeffx.org

OTHER POCS 
Neighborhood Watch — Brahma Koodallur
Newsletter Distribution — Maureen Campbell

MOBILE APP  
(FOR MEMBERS)

ADVERTISING RATES 

Non-member 
$130 
$72 
$46 
$33

MCA Member * 
$90 
$46 
$33 
$20 

Full Page 
1/2 Page 
1/4 Page  
1/8 Page 

*2026 MCA Membership paid
Note: The Jan/Feb, and July/Aug newsletters 
will be combined; so, a full year = rate x 10. 

Pay via PayPal or make checks payable to:

Middleridge Civic Association 
P.O. Box 208 
Fairfax Station, VA 22039

Deadline: Content is due by the 20th of the 
month.

Format: For advertisement formatting and 
size requirements, email a request for the 
current specifications.

Questions?   Editor@middleridgeffx.org

M I D D L E R I D G E  C I V I C  A S S O C I A T I O N

Facebook.com/ 
middleridgecivicassociation/

nextdoor.com/invite/ 
ysenpwqmjmzcjjtuwyfh

Visit us on the web: 
https://middleridgeffx.org/

JOINTHE MCA, 
BUILD YOUR COMMUNITY

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS. 
Thank you for those who stepped up to volun-
teer to help distribute the newsletter every month. 
We now have full coverage for block captains. 

Do you enjoy thrifting? Do you want to help keep  biannual 
community yard sale going? Reach out to the board. 
We can tell you everything you would need to do. 

Note From the Editor: 

Do you have an interest in editing, writing, or graphic design? 
Do you enjoy engaging with your community? 
Join me in putting together the MCA newsletter each month. 

•	 VIEW THE NEWSLETTER
•	 FOLLOW EVENT CALENDAR
•	 SEARCH THE DIRECTORY
•	 FOLLOW COMMUNITY NEWS


